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WIGMAN DANCES CAS i 
BY TORONTO DRAMAl 



Emma Scott Nasmith Declares 
German Danseuse To Be 
Rhythmic Contortionist" 



(« 



EXPRESSES NO JOY" 



By AUGUSTUS BRIDLE 

The, Star has been ajskM,-i3L_i^tAin [ 
people who saw Mary Wigman not/ to 
believe that the German danseuse is a 
true exponent of the art of dancing at 
all. Among the number is Emma 
Scott Nasmith, who said: "I have 
seen and studied all the great dancers 
of Europe because in my work as 
teacher of dramatics I wanted to know 
what is the true drama of the modern 
dance. I call Mary Wigman's per- 
formance superb contortionism. It is 
not dance. It expresses no joy in 
creation by the use of what is beauti- 
ful in music, tone-color, rhythm and 
gesture. It is essentially ugly, because 
it absolutely negates all that we have 
known as the art of the beautiful in 
such dancers as Pavlowa, Isadorg 
Duncan and Argentina. " 

No fairer statement of the case 
could be made by one who believes— 
as so many do— that the dance is a 
more or less divine expression of 
beauty in bodily movement whether 
as ballet or as solo, in interpretive 
dancing or in folk-dance. The objec- 
tion fails only in limiting dance to tha* 
definition. 

To Mary Wigman, dance is expres- 
sionism. She does not pretend to inter- 
pret anything but herself. She is an 
egocentric. Her use of music is limited 
the expression of Mary Wigman. 
nee gongs, tomtoms, tin whistles— 
to dt°^ ly Phases of melody. For her 
a^ice Chopin or Strauss would be 

An nr V t io ° little of Mary A Wigman. 
orchestra would be a di^fection. 
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MRS. NAISMITH AND MRS. FENNELL PRESENT PAINTING 
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'C^S^^JSSiSTS^f* 11 ^ 11 ^ ° wen SoU3ld Public Library during, the ceremony on Thursday when Mrs. 
£g*e Najsmith and Mrs. Robert Fennell presented a Franz Johnso* picture in memory of Miss Victoria ' 




Art And Literary Leader 

* 

Mi*S. Geo. Nasmith Dies 





%^as First Principal of 
Margaret Eaton School 
- Studied Extensively 
Abroad 

«tfrs. George Nasmith, first prin- 
cipal of the Margaret Eaton School 
and leader in Toronto art and liter- 
ary circles for nearly 40 years, died 
suddenly Friday night from a heart 
attack. Although she had not been 
well for the past three years, her 
death at her home in the Mayfair 
Apartments, was unexpected. 

She was born Emma Scott, daugh- 
jsfer of a Methodist minister, Rev. 
Ji James Scott of Owen Sound, As a 
^ young woman she studied art with 
VJ* George Reid of Toronto and went 
to Colorado, where she taught paint- 
ing and married William Bryant 
Raff. Upon his death shortly after, 
she returned to Owen Sound with 
her daughter, Dorothy. A year later 
she came to Toronto to study vocal 
expression. Here she began her 
professional life under the name of 
Mrs. Scott Raff. 

At the Toronto Conservatory of 
Music she was a pupil of Mr. H. N. 
Shaw, and after graduation took post 
graduate work at the Curry School 
of Expression in Boston and the 
Gower St. Academy in London. She 
also studied mimicry with the cele- 
brated Herman Vizin in, London, and 
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geon Lake. Although she has been 
in poor health for the past two 
years, her death, due to a heart at- 
tack, came suddenly on Friday night. 
She is survived by her husband, her 
daughter, Mrs. Robert Fennell, and 
four grandchildren, Rosemary, Rob- 
ert Junior, Nancy and Scott Fennell, 



and one brother, Alexander Seott, 



AT CONSERVATORY 

Returning to Toronto, she was as- 
sistant to Mr. Shaw at the Conser- 
vatory of Music, then was in charge 
<of a similar department at the To- 
xonto College of Music under Dr. 
Torrington. Later she opened a 
school of her own at the corner of 
Bloor and Yonge streets in the quar- 
ters now occupied by the Ladies' 
Club. There she attracted many 
•women to her reading and study j 
classes in Shakespeare and Brown-!, 
ing, among them lyelng-th^-wif e of i' 
Chancellor Burwash of VictoriaTUni- I 
versity and Mrs. Timothy Eaton. At/ 
[Victoria University she taught ex- 
pression to divinity students and 
was in charge of physical training 
and deportment in Annesley Hall. 

Through Mrs. Eaton and Chancelloi 
Burwash, Mr. Timothy Eaton becam 
interested in the values of vocal e: 
ipression and built for her on Noi 
Street (now Bay) a building mo 
died after the Greek library 
Athens, which was called the Ma 
garet Eaton School of Literature a 
Expression. From 1907 until 19 
Mrs. Nasmith was principal of ti 
school which became so well kno^ 
that pupils from all over Ameri 
were attracted to it. 



tario. 

The funeral will be on Monday, 
February 19, at 2 p.m„ at Timothy 
Eaton Memorial Church. 
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Funeral services will be held this 
afternoon for Mrs. Emma Scott Na- 
smith, wife of Colonel George C. 
Nasmith, widely known for her in- 
terest in drama, art and music, from 
the Timothy Eaton Memorial 
Church. 

Mrs. Nasmith had been In frail 
health for several years. Strick- 
en with a 
heart attack 
she died sud- 
denly late Fri* 
day evening- 
She was 70 
years of age. 
Born at 
Owen Sound, 
she was the 
d a u g h ter of 
the late Kit, 
James Scott 
and Elizabeth 
Cunning- 
ham Scott. 
She studied" 
art in Toronto 
to Colorado, 
illiam Bryant 
Raff's death, 
*und. At- 
nservatory 
and act- 
graduate 
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and later she went 
where she marrie 
[Raff. Following 
she returned to 
tending the To 
of Music, she stu 
ing. She also to 
work at Boston, and London, Eng. 

Upon her return to Toronto, Mrs, 
Scott Raff joined the staff of the 
Toronto Conservatory of Music. 
Later she conducted a department 
at the Toronto College of Music. 
Opening a dramatic school, she at- 
tracted many prominent people to 
her leading and stud^ r classes in 
Shakespeare and Browning. 

The late Timothy Eaton erected 
for her a building on Bay Street 
near Bloor Street and named it "the 
Margaret School of Literature and 
Expression," and Mrs. Scott Raff 
was the first principal, holding the 
posit! Oil for eighteen years. For 
many years she was a'member of 
(lie Heliconian Club. In 1916 Mrs. 
Scot! Raff married Colonel ^jorg^ 
Naismith, 

Surviving are her husband, one 
daughter, Mrs. Robert Fennell; four 
grandchildren, Rosemary, Robert 
Fennell Jr., Nancy and Scott Fen^ 
i>ell, and one brother, Alexander 
Scott of Northern Ontario. 






MBS. NASMITH BEGAN 
L/7TLE THEATRE HERE 

Cult of Amateur Actors Stems 
Back to Priestess in Gre- 
cian Temple 



ON NORTH STREET 



By AUGUSTUS BRIDLE 

Death of Emma Scott Nasmith 
removes one of the most inspired 
enthusiasts ever known in Toron- 
to's drama and music. Her passion 
for good drama was a glow that foi 
decades one might meet on almost 
any downtown corner, in any foyer, 
under any theatre portico, on the 

promenade of Hart House — pausing 
in some bluster of a*bleak wind to 
praise some actor, singer, player 01 
production. Thousands of amateur 
actors here, who never knew her 
in person, may now remember that 
she was the apostle of amateur 
dramatic art in a city moving in a 
frenzy away from many of her 
ideals of experience. 

Tor five years Mrs. Nasmith had 
been less able to hear and see the 
world of platform art. She had 
grown gradually deaf in a world 
of splendid sound. At the climax 
of screen acoustics and radio per- 
fection in music she had mbved 
into a world of pantomime. 

It amazed one drama leader here, 
whose early inspirations came from 
Mrs. Nasmith, to meet scores of folk 
at the funeral, .remembering that 
their first impulses to beauty in 
music and drama were the work of 
this luminous apostle. 

Was Dean o<± Dramtics 

My first glimpse of this gifted 
evangel of art was at the old Col- 
lege of Music, reading Shakespeare 
in the little hall where in the orbit 
of Torrington she first became gen- 
erally known in Toronto. For years 
she was the dean of dramatics at 
the college. There also she broad- 
ened her horizons in music. Her 
readings were themselves a ritual 
of sweet sound. She knew Shake- 
speare. 

This was a prelude to a greater 
work in founding the Little Theatre 
Movement in Toronto. Just about 
40 years ago Mrs. Nasmith came 
back from a visit to Athens burn- 
ing with zeal to establish a "little 
theatre that might be to Canada in 
a. small way what the ancient 
classic theatre had been to Greece 
In Margaret Eaton hall still are the 
exiled Grecian lamps from Toron- 
to's first little theatre built on what 
was then North St., with the finan- 
cial backing and the personal en- 
thusiasm of Margaret Eaton, who 
was one of Mrs. Nasmith's early 
students in the art of drama. The 
first time these lamps ever flicker- 
ed in Toronto was in the wonder- 
ful little theatre that was the 
focus and forum of the Margaret 
Eaton School of Dramatic Art, of 
which Mrs. Nasmith was 'the 
founder preceptress. 

Followed Grecian ideal 

H f u in 1J a grove-sheltered, buff- 
buildmg of Grecian design 
from one in Athens, she 



Many representatives of the 
fields of drama, music, art and lit- 
erature attended; Wi» funeral serv- 
ice of Mrs. Emma^fecott Nasmith, 
wife of Col. Georg«C. Nasmit^held 
yesterday ^afWi*Xn &t \Ti/nothy 
Eaton Memor^rl Chuf^y^The 
service wasU conducted. tW Rev. 
Dr. Trevor - ^!. DaviQ, assisted 
by Rev^ Da^jid A. MapLjmnan, min- 

church. Active pall- 
e Gordon Kennedy, Rob- 
Jr., WilJaapi Allan, Don- 
Pe^jMj>ove and Carl 
onorary^^dlbearers were 
Prof. Duncan Graham, Dr. Roscoe 
Graham, Sir Ernest MacMillan, Dr. 
William Goldie, Prof. Malcolm Wal- 
lace and Col. A. D. LePan. 




body and mind. The rooms in this 
sequestered little' college-temple 
vibrated with the color, costumes, 
vocal art and body-culture of plays 
that were staged in the little thea- 
tre directed by Mrs. Nasmith. Here 
was Shakespeare as it was in 
Tudor days; here, the first Irish 
plays ever done' in Canada — for 
Mrs. Nasmith had found a new sort 
of Athens in Dublin; here, the first 
systematic cult of little theatre 
plays in many : forms, . before Roy 
Mitchell began his improvisations 
down at Court Lane, and years 
before Hart House theatre was 
built. Car lines changed the old 
streets northward to Bloor. Se- 
cluded North St., whose holy of 
holies was the little temple of dra- 
matic art, was broadened into Bay 
to take the traffic of Bloor. The 
new street line bit off the portico 
of the Grecian temple, which, 
driven out by traffic, moved its 
lares et penates, with the flicker- 
ing Grecian lamps, to what for 
years had been the first Y.M.C.A. 
in Toronto. Margaret Eaton Hall 
became the theatre of the larger 
Margaret Eaton temple, whose high 
priestess had sadly headed its exo- 
dus from North St. where it began. 

Work Became Diffused 

From that time on Mrs. Nasmith's 
work in music and drama became 
more diffused, but not less dynamic. 
For years she was the forefront of 
appreciation in drama and music. 
The Nasmith home on Oriole Rd. 
was a rendezvous of actors, 
musicians, art-lovers, among whom 
Col. Nasmith, amateur painter, was 
liimself one of ~~the~ most — ardent 
appreciators in both drama and 
music — in a world whose movies, 
radio plays and enormously ex- 
tended music made all such haunts 
as the temple of dramatic art on 
North St. seem like exquisite 
archaics. 

But the glowing personality of 
Emma Scott Jifasmith survives 
along with that of her old beloved 
mentor, Torrington, whose memory 
she strove for .years to perpetuate 
in a memorial. 
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Mrs. Nasmith's Life-Work 

IN MANY parts of Canada regret was felt at the 
death 0 Mrs. George Nasmith of Toronto, for- 
merly Mrs. Emma Scott Raff, head of the Margaret 
Eaton/ School of Expression. In her early days she 
was /widely known as an elocutionist, but she adde 
to that a profound interest in literature. When 
nearly forty years ago she became, through the lat 
Mrs. Timothy Eaton's generosity, the founder and 
first principal of the School, she immediately put 
aesthetic and intellectual interests foremost. It 
would be difficult to over-estimate the stimulus she 
created in these fields among Canadian young people 
of the tranquil first decade of this century. 

That the Little Theatre has become so active a 
cultural factor in every part of Canada is, in part at 
least, due to the seeds she sowed. Her pupils scat- 
tered to every part of Canada and carried with them 
the inspiration provided by her productions of liter- 
ary drama. She was, for instance, the first to pre- 
sent in tfiis country the plays of W. B. Yeats, Lady 
Gregory and other pioneers of the Irish literary 
theatre, as well as those of Tagore. It was with two 
of Yeats' most exquisite plays that her School won 
the Earl Grey Dramatic Trophy in 1910. When Hart 
House Theatre was established after the great war, 
its forces were in part recruited from young men 
and women trained under her ; and some of the best 
elder talent which has figured in the Dominion 
Drama Festivals of recent years got its first training 
at Margaret Eaton School. 

Mrs. Nasmith was a woman of generous heart 
and organizing ability. Her enthusiasm for cultural 
interests was unlimited and infectious. Canadian 
civilization owes her a debt that should not be 
forgotten. 
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BTio. NASMITH 
PASSES SUDDENLY 
LATE ON FRIDAY 



Died in Toronto 



Distinguished Ex - Owe r 
Sounder Dies in Toronto 
— Mourned Here 



-Mrs. Emma Scott Nasmith of To- 
ronto, wile oi Oolonci George G. 
Namith, native oi Owen Sounu and 
wiaeiy known in Canada ior her 
s interest in drama, arc and music, 
■'died suddenly late Friday evening 
and her funeral services are being 
held Monday afternoon from tk4 
Timothy Eaton Memorial Church 
Toronto. Mi*. Nasmith had beer, 
in fraU health for several years anc 
she was stricken with a fatal hear! 
attack on Friday night. She wa 
,70 years of age. 

The late Mrs. Nasmith was bor.. 
at Owen Sound, daughter of the 
late Rev. James Scott and Eliza- 
beth Cunningham Scott, and a 
member of one of the city's early 

and esteemed families. She grew MRS. GEO.^g'na^^ — " I J 
to womanhood here at the family Former resid-nV Af A TH 1 
home on the west hill, develop and wife of Col G r% S ° Und ' ' 
a love of nature and a sympa- whose death occurred in N * smit *> 
thetic store of early impressions recently burred m Toronto 

which were later to be reflected in 

ner writings and her lectures. She 
studied art in Toronto and later 
T er }^9. Colorado after her marriage 
to William Bryant Raff, which was 
solemnized in Owen Sound. Follow- 
ing Mr. Raff's death she returned 

°i d home ' Amending the 
Toronto Conservatory of Music, she 
studied voice and acting, she also 
took post-graduate work ac Boston 
and London, England. 

Returning to Toronto, Mi's. Scott 
Raff joined the staff of the To- 
ronto Consevatory of Music. Later 
she conducted a department at the 
loronto College of Music. Open- 
ing a dramatic school, she attract- 
vo^ many P rom inerit people to her 
leading and study classes in Shake- 
speare and Browning. 

The late Timothy Eaton erected 
for her a building on Bay Street, 

named T ti StreCt ' Toro » to > ™* 
S.f ^ Margaret Eaton 

Mrs Lott R 6 « tUre and Ex P^ion. 
x?i^ ft was the first prin- 

Years ^ the position for « 
r v F ° r maii y she was 

a member of the Heliconian Club 

r LI £ ?1 was unit£cl in mar- 

The ^t^? nel George Nasmith. 
ed manv i^ti N ** mith maintain- 

r m S V6d associations with 

On many occ^or^ £ 



Week" in 1927 she wrote an exqui 
tite booklet, *rm tK>kvg Home/' 
and also took part in one of the 
special concerts of the week. Her 
last public appearance here was in 
December, 1935, when she formally 
presented a beautifully painting to 
the Public Library in memory of 
her sister, Miss Victoria Scott, who 
was the first librarian- -of--Q^etv 
Sound's Carnegie Library and one 
of those most responsible for se- 
curing the splendid building. 

Surviving are the bereaved hus- 
band, one daughter, Mrs. Robert 
Fennell of Toronto, formerly Doro- 
thy Raff, four grandchildren, Rose- 
mary, Robert jr., Nancy and Scott 
Fennell, and one brother, Alexan- 
der Scott of Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Besides her only sister, three broth- 
ers predeceased her: Samuel Scott 
of Fort William, Albert Scott of 
Western Canada and Joseph H 
Scctt, lifelong resident of this city, 
who died just a year ago. 
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OWEN SOUND LOSES FRIEND 

™i rl £ ndS of form{ * y^rs dis- 
cussed the passing in Toronto of 
Mrs. George Nasmith, better 
Known m her home city of Owpn 
Sound, as Emma Scott Raff Nas- 
mith, they recalled that two of 

tL CltY S valued organiza- 

tions owed their beginning to 

cT^ S u an J ar,fc student in Toronto 
she heard of the King's Daugh- 
ters work and coming back to 
her home, Emma Scott organized 
in her own church, the former 
Scrope Street Methodist and now 
Central United Church, a group 
of girls and women into what 
later became the He2p-in-Need 
Circle of King's Daughters. This 
group sponsored the Girls' Club, a 
very live organization meeting 
m a down town room, until it 
overflowed its quarters and made 
necessary the opening of the Y. 
W.C.A. Nineteen years ago with 
Miss May Notter, w'ho had been 
the presiding genius of the Girls 1 
Club, as the first general secre- 
tary, the Y.W.C.A. became a re- 
ality and Mrs. Nasmith on sev- 
eral occasions honored the Asso- , 
ciation with her presence at. im- H 
portant events particularly on one 
occasion, when Mrs. Nasmith's 
neice, Beth Scott was Physical 
Director. And so to-day the King's 
Daughters and the Y.W.C.A. 
stand as substantial tributes to 
this fine woman, in the hearts of 
whose friends a shining memory 
lingers. 

One remembers with pleasure 
many hours spent with this 
gracious and gifted Owen Sound- 
er, including her last public ap- 
pearance, when with her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Robert Fennel she pre- 
sented the beautiful snow paint- 
ing by Franz Johnston to the Pu- 
blic Library in memory of her 
sister, Miss Victoria Scott, life- 
long librarian and friend of 
youth. But standing out in the 
writer's mind is the scene on the 
verandah of Mrs. James Frost's 
home Sheldon Place, one summer 
afternoon early in the last w r ar, 
when Norah Thomson, now Mrs. 
Depencier, spoke of the life of 
Ibsen and Mrs. Nasmith read 
from The Doll's House, all in 
aid of the Red Cross. The quiet 
beautifully modulated voices, the 
hum of bees in flower-filled gar- Jpal 
den, the swaying leaves on tall II rl 
trees circling the lawn and far 
away the blue of the harbour, 
the intent faces of the listeners 
and still the quiet voice goes on. 
The plunging of the world into 
another war must have been a 
cruel blow to this gentle, peace- 
loving woman whose friends 
mourn her passing. HP. 



Conservatory Orchestra And Mrs. 

Scott-Raff Delight Large Audience 



It was a thoroughly pleased audi- 
ence that wended its way from the 
Conservatory Hall last evening, at 
the conclusion of the grand concert 
given by the Conservatory Orchestra, 
under the direction of Mr. Rupert 
Gliddon, assisted by Mrs. Scott Raff, 
of Expression, Toronto. This is the sec- 
Expression, Toronto. This is the sec- 
ond of a series of concerts given un- 
der this splendid organization, and, 
judging from the hearty reception ac- 
corded both the work of the orchestra 
and the artist of the evening, the 10 
ly large number present enjoyed ev- 
ery number. Mr. Gliddon's orchestra 
never played better than it did last 
night and* their excellent performance 
reflects great \redit on the director, 
and is an evidence of his careful train- 
ing The orchestra is well balanced 
anJ the members play together fault- 
lessly. 

Mrs. Scott-Raff is not a stranger to 
the people of Peterborough, having 
appeared before local audiences on 
previous occasions. She was extended 
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a warm welcome last evening, and 
will always be assured of one if she 
ever visits here again. Her .selections 
were well chosen and gave this talent- 
ed artist great scope to^ display her 
ability. Her work was above the 
ordinary, and she gave a true inter- 
pretation of the poems she rendered. 

The Programme. 

To comment on each number would 
be impossible, all being so perfectly 
given. The programme in its entirety 
was as followiS: 

(a) "March of the Priests" from Atha- 
lia — Mendelssohn 

(b) "Sicilian Chimes/' Reverie — 
Kerry Mills ; ; 

Expression— "What is it?" —Mrs. 
Scott-Raff . . . .. .. ,. 

(a) Idyl — Paul Lincke 

(b) Barn Dance — Kerry Mills .. .... 

Narrative — "Inheritance" "Bird Phi- 
losophy" . Anon 

"A Limited Language" . . Batchelder 

Yale Yarns" .. Scibner's 

Mrs. Scott-Raff 

Mexican Dance, "Dark Eyes" Moret 
"Aux Italiens" from II Trovatore. . . . 

— Owen Meredith 

Mrs. Scott-Raff . 

Fantasia for Cornet, Op. 345 

— Rollinson— Palmo Caturio. . . . 
Lvrics — 

"To'a Skylark- Shelley 

A Little Parable" Aldrich 

Kisses and Crosses" — Ethelwyn 

Wet-herald . . . . •". . 

"At Midnight".. .... Verna Sheard 

The Little Road" Ano 

Mrs. Scott Raff .... 




EXCELLENT CONCERT AT 

THE CONSERVATORY HALL 




A dielightfoil exposition. o£ the elo- 
cutionary art was Riven at the Conser-. 
vatar^ Halt hmt raghiti by Mm Bcoitt 
Raff the distuaigtufcTsSh^ WAfer, and the 
directress of the, Margaret Ea.toi* 
S^^iF^^^^ JTorotoito. Mrs. 

Hp . ,aift , ls a < ^Hanger to a 

Peterborough aa.Vdien.ce, and the an- 



Heir coins istetnt adine'reince £0 the true 
Lnterpreta/tion of expression as given 
by herself inl Jbietf ooJeining mrrnber, 
".Exprte,s!sion. What is It?" very 
evident in heto Rejections'. In the 
e'pecial subject referred to, Mrs. Scott 
Raff mid that tthe highest an*fc /was 
, .- ,„.,.,, , r I the o'rt of the gipoken [word, a aid that 

l^^LSJ^ l l a hU?r U!tl ^ me,atnt ^ie, conversation. 
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•evening, wiais a delight, »<nd. indicated the high- 



est art in naJLvral and effective i 
pc'esisicin. , $ ^ : 

The cotofSeirfj swhicli' w!ag •uiwdeor the 
auspices of the Conservatory, orchec- 
tVA, was a highly i^ecesslfnir one ra 
evor-y respect. She playing oif the ox-, 
chestna witJh. each guiccessive c«fleer-i 
fa becomim gmor.e f iraiished and intolswH 
ia-nty, and fart night Si wa* IB* gen-. 
, nail opinion bt thorn "wjh» have toM 
"«*wd the orchestra's deve!op-men-: 
ulth inter-est. ttot it MaB heard to** 
-iir.ietTv 'be-Jtie:- nidvanitagie than at any 
jSS? tSSe dWrimg the mm* The 
h^ance of tone WW eiee-lflent, and The: 
au W dL°tion of the b#* ttf the reeda 
and strings' in the *Otie* passages/ 

7 th« dk*#fc» or.gaini effect. In all 
It* selection- the orchestra exceded 

f&fcf 117 the fine t**m ° f 
v« k of the members, both, W concert 
Sd «S U» tho^irgh y pleasing. 

Mrs. Scott Raff's repertoire, was a 
m0 st attractive one, her readings ec- 
aried and interesting, and indud- 
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3Jn jWcinortam 

Emma Scott Nasmith 

The sympathy of the Society is ex- 
pended to Colonel G. G. Nasmith, whose 
Life died on February 16 after a pro- 
tracted illness most bravely borne. 

Emma Scott Nasmith was a gifted 
daughter of Canada. She was born m 
Owen Sound, and received her special 
education in art, voice and acting in To- 
ronto. She took post-graduate courses 
|in Boston and London, England. 

Mrs. Nasmith occupied many import- 
ant positions, but she is best known as 
principal of the Margaret Eaton School 
of Literature and Expression, Toronto. 
This position she held for eighteen years. 
'Many distinguished men and women in 
various professions and occupations re- 
call with .gratitude the fact that she was 
able to open up to them a whole world 
of beauty previously unseen. 

The last day of Mrs. Nasmith's phy- 
sical life was a very happy one. She was 
taken for a drive by her daughter, Mrs. 
Fennell, in the morning, and the rest of 
the day she spent quietly with her hus- 
band and her nurse. During the day her 
old gaiety seemed to revive. After her 
evening meal, she asked Colonel 
Nasmith to put on records of her three 
favourite hymns, the last of which was 
the Nunc Dimittis. When it was turned 
off, she said in a deep, reverent voice, 
"Now, Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant 
depart in peace." Then the heart attack, 
from which she died almost immedi- 
ately, set in, and the first milestone in a 
life, fragrant with goodness, was passed. 



imerence which h^iound in the methods of teachi 
in the old world and the new, is that in the new t 
student learns by imitation and in the old he finds oj 
by analysis. 

"The aim of the French teachers," he explain* 
"seemed to be to impress on the minds of the pupils 
the essential basic principles of art, but never theiij 
own personality. Having been shown the way, h< 
must work out his own salvation. He is taught nol 
only how to attain certain results, but also why sucm 
results are desirable and necessary. It does not mat! 
ter whether the work of one student is better oJ 
poorer than that of another, but it matters vitally! 
whether he has penetrated the truths underlying Bfej 
and, seeing them, tells the world in his own way how 
good and beautiful they are/' He followed the decor- 



OAINTING like its slsfe? art. HUature is in Can 
* ada, important in its promise and in Its nerfnrmj 
ance, and the art development of the country is n f t. 
be despised. Her artists have as yet no f&l^J 
and indeed have perhaps hardly thought of S 
selves as a separate group other than that of £53 
d.ans who are trying to express the faith that is in 
them and picture the distinctive features of their 
country. Their art is to them a serious matter for 
whatever the artist has to say to the world has to be 
said through the medium of his work "Art is 
language," said Millet, "and language is' intended for 
the expression of ideas"; and when the artist has 
succeeded m presenting his meaning so clearly that 
others also may see, it is evident that he has mastered 
the language. 

But to the true craftsman there is something more 
m art than the making of a living; there is the joy of 
working for the work's own sake that his own sou 
may rejoice. This is the ideal of the true artist th 
true crafsman, the one who, seeing the vision gives u] 
everything for the production of the perfect thing 
As Stevenson has put it, "I know what pleasure is fo 
I have done good work." ! 

A Canadian artist and craftsman .who has done dis 
tinguished work is F. McGillivray Knowles, R.C.. 
He was a dreamer, yet practical and far-seeing; a ma 
strong in body and in mind; forc.eful in personality 
but sympathetic; dominant yet a sentimentalist an^ 
a poet. For many years he held a prominent place ir 
Canadian art by reason of his distinguished record as 
a teacher, his splendid technique, his versatility of 
subject, his skill as a draftsman and colorist.'and for 
the inspiring freshness which has characterized all his 
work. Behind these things, however, there lay long 
years of patient study, and the path along which he 
travelled to f reedom ^wasj^o^^j^hfjn^a^dJm^" " nA 

ative movement, then malanglieadway „. e 

land and on the continent, inspired by William Morris 
and Burne- Jones. He studied drafting under Vei 
Schmidt. 

He was also keenly interested in literature, music, 
and in his moments of leisure indulged in a passio] 
for carpentry, yachting, motoring, shooting and travelj 
Some years ago his beautiful studio in Toronto w 
filled with pictures, rugs, and quaint curios picked 
in many parts of the world, and there he and H 
accomplished wife, herself also a musician and artij 
and Associate of the Royal Canadian Academy, kef 
open house, for they had a wide circle of friends a?] 
occupied a prominent place in the social life of V 
city. He long ago realized that the successful artij 
cannot live to himself alone. He must be interest 
not only in his own and all other arts, but also in 
world in which he moves. 

"The things an artist portrays/' he says, 
those he sees in the life around him. They a^ 
vital to his art. His painting is his vehicle ( 
pression, and the wider -his training in art arf 
broader his knowledge of life, the greater wil 
grasp and the more effective his avenue of escai 
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A MENTAL TREAT 



HAS UMUtKKS OF MBS. SCOTT- 
BAFF, OF TORONTO, TUES- 
DAY NIGHT 



Large Number of Invited Quests 
Heard Distinguished College Wo- 
man in Library Hall— Introduced 
Bliss Cora Gould as Graduate of 
Manraret Eaton School 

Privileged, indeed, were those who 

last night heard Mrs. B. Scott-Raff, 

principal of the Margaret Eaton 

School of Literature and Expression, 

metaphorically convert over an hour 

into the space of ten minutes or 

thereabouts. Time seemed to fly 
under her charming custody and the 
audience that iilled the Library Hall 
were sorry to see her take her seat, 
so pointedly and usefully had she 
spoken on the "Three-fold Educa- 
tion." 

Mrs. Scott-Raff spoke on this in- 
tensely interesting subject in the in- 
terests of Miss Cora Gould, who has 
opened up a studio at her home, 29 
Gore-st. west, for the study of voice 
culture, physical culture, expression 
and dramatic art. Mrs. Scott-Raft is 
principal of Margaret Eaton School ! 
of Expression, Toronto, director of 
physical education at Victoria Uni- 
versity, and director of dramatic art 
at Toronto University. She is one of 
the most highly educated and best 
known speakers in this line of work 
and her fame had preceded her as 
the woman who had done more for 
this grpat work than any other per- 
son. She was greeted with a large 
assemblage of listeners who will long 
remember and recall with pleasure 
the all too short time spent with 
er on this occasion and enjoyed to 
he fullest her talk, for talk it was, 
ot a lecture nor an address in the 
sual style. 

To attempt to report it in detail 
ould be folly, for it is impossible 
o do it justice, but little excerpts 
iere and there will serve to give an 
idea of the vast range covered in 
those few minutes. Mrs. Scott-Raff 
is a most interesting, personality and 
with a pleasant, well-modulated voice 
and pleasing manner she brought be- 
fore the audience the vast import- 
ance of this work which is being in- 
troduced into our city by, Miss Gould 
,wno has proved an apt pupil and 
upon us rests the responsibility of 
receiving her and giving her our 
assistance in helping her carry out 
her life work, one that means much 
for everybody. Mrs. Scott-Raff is one 
of the womanly assets and the fore- 
most figures in the world of art that 
all America possesses. 

Just a few extracts from her forc- 
ible and telling address: 

Physical culture was originated not 
for what education ought to be but 
the nations of the, world were deter- 
iorating, and it .was started in the 
German army. The Swedes also had 
a system that was curative and cor- 
rective. The first principle was to 

d normal ad- 



prol _ 
justment of all parts an<I wbw 
as organic gymnastics. The second, 
harmonic gymnastic* was to prepare 
the body for expression. The first 
stimulates growth and is primarily 
physical and the second stimulates 
development and is primarily psy- 
chic. 

The teacher of to-day does not 
want the student who can stand on 
her head and perform with her feet 
but rather to stand on her feet and 
.perform with her head. 

Life is first physical and then men- 
tal, development should follow this 
logical order. 

Gymnasiums are only emergency 
spaces, all art in its essence is play 
and gymnastics in their higher form 
are included in the dance and drama. 

Athletic sjprts are response to 
rhythm are true re-creative exercises 
conducive to the best bodily develop- 
ment. 

Sports are invaluable as they teach 
self-subordination, promote public 
spirit and tend to co-operative ef- 
fort. 

All divisions of the three-fold edu- 
cation, mental, moral and physical, 
should receive an equal attention. 

What will develop men will not al- 
ways apply to women. Men aim for 
muscle and structure, women have to 
prepare for a high destiny, that of 
motherhood. 

We inherit traits which we must 
seek to overcome. 

Rhythm is shown in everything 
from the motion of the planets to 
the vibrations of light and heat. 
Every being unconsciously shows this 
in their walk, gesture and voice. 

In concluding, Mrs. Scott-Raff com- 
mended to the care of the listeners 
Miss Gould, who has been faithful to 
her principles. "You probably know 
what she is, but forget all about 
that. I know what she would be," 
said the speaker. She wishes to be 
of use, and it lies within our power 
to assist her by our sympathy. 

After the talk was over all took 
advantage of the opportunity of 
sneaking to this talented artist and 
she had a kindly word for all, mak- 
ing little explanations regarding the 
work or commenting upon Miss 
Gould's capability for the work. 

Rev. F. M. Wootton was chairman 
for the occasion and Misses F. Stein- 
hoff, M. Hayhow, C. Hamilton and 
E. Barker were ushers. 

Miss Gould, who is physical direc- 
tor at the Y.W.C.A., has opened up 
a most attractive studio at her 
home and her classes have already 
started. On Friday night she will 
give her introductory recital to the 
Stratford public in Knox church and 
will be assisted by Miss H. Kelly of 
Guelph, who is a telented musician. 
This recital promises to be one of 
high merit and advantage should be 
taken to hear Miss Gould, who is re- 
cognized as a most talented elocu- 
tionist. 
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THE MATUiARET EATON SCHOOL. 

The Margaret Eaton School of 
Literature and Expression reopens 
for the Fall term on Oct. 4th. Three 

courses are offered this year a 

professional course, a general culture 
course, and a special course. Besides 
these courses there are daily and 
evening classes in English literature, 
French and German, physical culture! 
voice culture, singing, interpretation 
and dramatic art, which are open to 
anyone. There are classes for the 
study of Shakespeare and Browning, 
which meet on Monday and Wednes- 
day mornings, at eleven o'clock. Spe- 
cial attention is being paid in the 
voice culture department to the cor- 
rection of stammering, stuttering and 
impediments of speech by scientific 
methods. Classes for theological stu- 
dents and public speakers give inval- 
uable aid in the proper use of the 
voice in speaking and reading. This 
year a singing department has been 
added, with Mr. Robert Stuart Pi 
as singing master. 
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i of literary ttlc ; 
iy than any othei 
writing for th« 
Yeats in the Cel- 
than interesting. 



two men who 
stage. The work o 
tic Revival is mo* 

and the presentation of a group ot 
mays and those of Lady Oregon, 
, «t the Greek Theatre last week, 
ff iven at the u t Especially in 

proved a ra /5r no lihan'' was the power 
IfmSS poet-dramatist 
St Tint's cottage on the eve 
V the soil's wedding is visited b> a 
° V nV woman in black, who sits 
S * d jli besTde the fire, talking to 
swaying ^ sia t e ealin e g t h e heart of the 

he . r r lf '.nm To eves that lack vision 

2 an embodiment of thatm^J 
Tntmfrv which ever, in the ciecp 
21? JitaSSl? "walks like a queen." Mrs. 
| S ft r«ff ? * interpretation of this splr- 
ft C of IrSnd " a^a thins to remember 

^Ih^Jefm-efon the Celtic Revival 
hoSL rfven at the Greek Theatre on 
afternate Wednesdays are among the 
most Interesting of the various lec- 
22r.ise9.that are in progress in 



Parsifal 

^agner's Parsifal, rendered with 
,M full musical score, occupied five 
Mrs when presented by an opera 
^hpany in Toronto a few years ago 
i[ Wis regarded as the masterpiece of 
H genius and those who were pre- 
fgfk at its presentation were indeJith 
pf impressed not only with the mag- 
Science of the ibmusical score, but 
\ truths the text conveyed. Short- 
forms of this text have been pre- 
:ed and those who heard Mrs. 
ott-RaS on Monday afternoon in 
r reading of the epic by Oliver 
ickle came away with 3, sense of 
i -ligation to the talented principal 
\i the Margaret Baton School of Lit- 
1 mature and Expression. The render- 
ng/ which was under the auspices of 
fche Ladies* 'Music Club, took plac° 



ciie auditorium of Kndxf church 
' "he place was well filled and the 
losest attention was paid through 
he telling of the story. The dram- 
tis personae are Parsifal personat- 
ig Purity ; Amfortas, Humanity; 
Sundry, Worldly Wickedness ; Klin>*- 
or, Evil Spirit ; Gurnemanz, Bet- 
ant of Grail. The depicting of each 
character was ideal and gave scope 
to the versatility of Mrs. Scott-Raff. 
The divisions were the coming of 
Parsifal, the tempting of Parsifal 
and the crowmng of Parsifal, and as 
the unfolded the interest inten- 

sified and only when the final word 
was spoken was the attention relax- 
ed. A musical accompaniment bv 
Miss Olive Thomson was rendered 
with good judgement though at 
times it was difficult to catch ail 
j the words of the text at some points 
f the hall. 



MRS. RAFF'S RECITAL. 
An appreciative audience thai ^filled 
+u« Mnr<^aret Eaton School .0 its ca 
K attended the interpretative re- 
cftS siven bv Mrs. Scott Raff on Sa - 
urd i> evening. The program includ- 
rrcalings of several of the shorter 
poems of Browni- : . Tennyson and 
c nlin- as well as Maeterlinck s al- 
&SuM fairy drama, "The Blue 
Bird '' in which Mrs. Raff's distin- 
guished elocutionary talents have sel- 
dom been displayed to better advan- 
tage. Messrs. Jan Hambourg and 
Richard Tattersall rendered Cesar 
Frank's Sonata for violin and piano, 
eliciting long, continued applause 

-The Blue Bird" is new 10 most 
Toronto people, although Mrs. Ratt 
has given private readings ct it on 
Several occasions. As she explained 
in commencing: "The Blue Bird" is 
a -fairy tale about children for grown- 
up people." The little drama tells of 
two children of a wood-cutter, who, 
ir a dream, led by a personification 
of light, wander in search of the 
Blue Bird, the possessor of Which will 
find happiness. After searching 
through the Land of Memory, the 
Gravevard. the Palace of Night, and 
the Palace of the Future, the child- 
ren finally find the bird in their own 
home. The drama contains much 
that is good to think on, and is decid- 
edly optimistic. 

COLLEGE OF MUSIC RECITAL. 
A iunior and intermediate recital 
was held in the hall of the Toronto 
College of Music on Saturday after- 
noon December 9, the following 
pupils oeing contributors to the pro- 



MRS. SCOTT RAFF'S RECITAL, 

Mrs. Scott Raff's interpretative re- 
cital in the Margaret Eaton School of 
Expression last Saturday evening at- 
tracted a large and cultured audience, 
who gave the artist an enthusiastic 
reception. Mrs. Scott Raff is well 
known for her painstaking and care- 
ful work as head of the Eaton insti- 
tution, and her program on this oc- 
casion only served to illustrate more 
vividly the inimitable powers of one 
who aims at elocutionary perfection. 
Mrs. Raff's program v/as well arrang- 
ed, and on the whole attractive- Her 
initial series of stories comprised "The 
Revolt of Mother" (Wllkins); "A Wo- 
man's Rose" (Thanet), and two strik- 
ing numbers from Kipling's pen. In 
W. B. Yeats' dramatic lyric, "The 
Shadowy Waters," Mrs. Raff's ability 
as an interpreter was demonstrated 
in no uncertain manner, the indicentai 
music suggestive of Forgael's magic 
harp being relaistic in its appeal. The 
Toronto String Quartete added to the 
excellence of the program with a de- 
licate and beautiful rendering of an 
arrangement of Schumann's "Abend- 
lied," in which the viola solo was 
played by Mr. Frank Smith w T ith ar- 
tistic understanding and velvety qual- 
ity of tone. They also produced some 
lovely ensemble effects in Svensden's 
fascinating andantina, a fact the aud- 
ience did not fail to apprecite warm- 
ly. The feature of the second part 
of the program was Mrs. Raff's pre- 
sentation of the Greek drama 'Tphi- 
geneia," assisted by the school players 
and Miss Dora Mavor and Mr. Basil 
Morgan. Sfgri* 4~ /?/€> 
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The Toronto Star has the following 
to say about a lady who has a large 
circle of friends in the Twin Cities 
Mrs. Scott-Raff. 

''Art transcends personality/' in 
this emphatic statement Mrs. Scott- 
Raff, head of the Margaret Eaton 
School of Expression, epitomizes her 
opposition to the usual policy pf pub- 
licity followed by player folk. Mrs. 
Scott-Raff believes in art for art's 
sake. She and her students opened 
the Earl Grey dramatic contest on 
Monday night, with two little Irish 
plays, and she refused to associate 
the names of the players with their 
roles. She says her companv shares 
this view. They are not after notor- 
iety. They want to be all and always 
in the picture. 

Photographs of the company or her- 
self ? 

Impossible ! Out of the question. 
Mrs. Scott-Raff would not listen for 
company should l>e photographed in 
costume. 

"No/' she said. "We don't want the 
public to think of us in our personal- 



itits. We want them to see only the 
characters we assume on the stage. 
Pushing personality to the front les- 
sens the artistic effect of the play. I 
don't want anvbody to think of me 
as Mrs. Scott-Raff, I want them) to 
,see me in me only the character I as- 
jsume. That feeling is shared I 
our players, and we the^ejore 
no publicity for ourselves. Bu 
^can say all you like about pur 
little plays." 

And The Star felt compelled 1 
Mrs. Scott-Raff that such a n 
and retiring disposition among stage 
folk— even amateurs— was so rare that 
lit bacame really refreshing. 
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THE famous Canadian dramatic 
* reader, Emma Scott Nasmith, will 
give her twentieth annual recital under 
the patronage of the Alumnae of the 
Margaret Eaton School of Expression, 
in the theatre of that institution on 
March 19th. As usual Mrs. Nasmitli 
will present many choice works of 
literature. 

* * * 
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